Procedure 2-42

CHILD & FAMILY DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS
Community Action Team

Screen Time Procedure
Screen time includes all electronic media such as television, video/DVD, electronic games, computers, tablets, smart phones, or any other electronic devices.  This does not include augmentative communication or other electronic devices that are used by children with disabilities as part of their educational program.  (Source: Oregon’s QRIS Portfolio: Center-Based Child Care Programs, Standard HS6)
CFDP Head Start serves children ages three-to-five.  Screen time may be used in the Head Start classroom for children when it is:
· Intentional and related to quality teaching and learning, extends the interest and experiences of children and supports instructional goals or physical development; 

· Age appropriate, nonviolent, and culturally sensitive;

· Selected and planned to encourage active child involvement and not left on during non-viewing times;  

· Limited to educational teaching video/DVD’s that are viewed by the teacher in advance, are less than 30-minutes in length and limited to once per week; 

· Limited to educational computer games offered daily as an interest area option during center time, available no more than one hour when children have alternate options, limited to 15-minute increments per child, and when possible can be shared by two children working together.  

· Used when preplanned and specific to large and small group learning experiences;

· Not available during meal times or snack time; and
· Is free of advertisement and brand placement.  

Screen time may be used in the Head Start classroom by teaching teams and leadership in the following manner:

· On-going child assessment utilizing a tablet or hand held device for photos, video, and audio recordings that may become a part of the child’s portfolio.  Data collection will not interfere with high-quality and engaging interactions with children.  Tablets are a tool to support and simplify the process and will be used as needed to support collection.  Tablet use and time will be shared between users with a recommendation of no more than 30 minutes per user per day. Coaching methods that support quality teaching and learning utilizing a tablet or held device to record video of the teacher in action as they engage with children that can be used for reflection and teacher development.     

The screen time procedure has been shared with me.  I understand and will not use electronic media for personal use during the classroom or when working with children at the center.  

Signature: _____________________________________________
Date: ___________________



(Staff, parent or volunteer)
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