Policy 3-9

CHILD & FAMILY DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS
Health Services Policy

I understand that my child should be up-to-date with medical and dental care.  I understand my child should have routine health care with a regular health care provider and dentist to assure my child is as healthy as possible and ready to learn.    
1. Within 90 days of enrollment Head Start must determine if your child has a recent and current health care and dental provider and is up-to-date.  Head Start can support you in finding a health care and dental provider.
2. If your child is not up-to-date, you will be asked to make appointments for a medical well child and/or dental exams.  You will be asked to keep all appointments and follow the recommendations made by the health care provider and dentist.
3. If you do not have health coverage, Head Start will assist in helping you secure funds to pay for the well child and dental exams.  Head Start will also work with you to find other options and making connections to available health care. All payments by Head Start must be approved in advance. The recommended treatment must be completed before the last day of class.  If a child withdraws before the end of the year, Head Start will not pay for additional care.  Head Start will not pay for illnesses such as colds, flu, ear infections, etc.
4. Nutrition assessment for each child will be completed through WIC or a registered dietician. If your child is not on WIC, the registered dietician may need the following information: a diet recall, nutrition survey, or growth information. 
5. An immunization record documenting at least the first immunization in each required series must be on file before your child can attend class.  Head Start will work with you to ensure your child is up-to-date on immunizations.  Head Start follows Oregon State immunization exclusion laws.
6. For nonmedical exemptions for immunizations, you must receive education about the benefits and risks of vaccination from a healthcare practitioner or view the online vaccine education module. A Vaccine Education Certificate and completed and signed Certification of Immunization Status will be the official immunization record that Head Start will maintain.. In case of a disease outbreak, the public health department can exclude children who are not adequately immunized from Head Start until the health department determines that it is safe to return.
7. If your child was born in another country, your child may need a TB test before coming to class.
8. If a communicable disease is determined at the center, you may be told if your child was exposed. If your child is exposed or has an infectious illness please let the school know. 
9. Head Start will notify you if your child is hurt, receives medical care or gets sick at school.  If you cannot be reached, the person you listed as an emergency contact will be contacted.
10. A child who is ill or in need of medical care must be picked up immediately.  
11. Your child’s health record is available for your review.  You will get a health summary at the final parent teacher conference or home visit.
I understand that my child will not be excluded from Head Start because of a long term illness or medication needs unless keeping my child in class is a risk to the health or safety of self or others.  The program will try to keep children enrolled by making reasonable changes without changing the nature of the program.
_____________________________________               _____________________________
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