
WHAT IS A HOME VISIT?
An educational home visit is a time when parent, child and teacher come together to provide successful experiences for learning.  A social service home visit is a time when the parent is supported in a partnership process.  Home visits are designed to focus on family needs, interests and strengths, and to support and enhance the parental role as the principal influence in the child’s education and development.
HOW LONG DOES A HOME VISIT LAST?
There are 2 educational home visits a year and 3 social service visits.  Times of the visit will vary and will be scheduled according to the family needs.
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WHAT IS THE PARENT’S ROLE IN THE HOME VISIT?
To help plan and actively participate in and evaluate activities that support school readiness for the child.
WHAT IS THE ROLE OF STAFF IN THE HOME VISIT?
To support the parent by sharing ideas, resources, materials and connect parents with community resources with the goal of reaching school readiness outcomes for the child.
WHAT KINDS OF ACTIVITIES CAN BE INCLUDED IN THE HOME VISIT?
Some child focused activities might include:
· Health activities: 
Body tracing, making a tooth


brush chart
· Nutrition activities:
cooking projects
· Safety activities: 

crossing streets, poison 

prevention
· Language activities:
puppetry, storytelling
· Motor activities: playdoh, cutting, using bean bags
· Cognitive activities:
making puzzles, shape and color hunts
Home visits are also a time to identify family strengths and develop action plans for parent focused activities such as sharing hobbies, discussing concerns and linking up to available resources in the community.
HOW CAN I HELP ENSURE A SUCCESSFUL HOME VISIT?
· Set the designated time aside for the home visit.
· Have an area ready for doing work or activities.  
· For educational home visits, have the child ready (i.e. being dressed and fed).
· Have distractions off, such as T.V., computers, and radio.
· Actively participate in the home visit.
WHY ARE HOME VISITS IMPORTANT?
Home visits foster the strengths of the parent, the development of the child and the relationship between the two. They help improve learning, teaching and school success.  Home visits emphasize that children learn all day, every day and engage parents as lifelong learners too.  
COMMUNITY ACTION TEAM –
CHILD AND FAMILY DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS
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COMMENTS:
EVERYTHING YOU ALWAYS WANTED TO KNOW ABOUT HOME VISITS
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 BUT WERE AFRAID TO ASK!
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