Procedure 3-2
CHILD & FAMILY DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS
Expectations for a Health Services Advisory Committee

The Health Services Advisory Committee (HSAC) is an essential part of assuring that health services* are comprehensive and responsive to the needs of the families in the Head Start program. Performance Standard 1304.41 (b) addresses the need for a HSAC and the expectations of the HSAC in relation to the Head Start program.

It is expected that the HSAC is representative of a wide range of agencies that provide services to Head Start families in the community. These representatives should reflect all areas of health services as well as other social service areas as indicated. The knowledge of the committee members can be drawn upon in tailoring programs to address community issues affecting local families. They can also act as advocates within their disciplines for Head Start program activities and goals such as linking children to medical resources. Additionally, HSAC members can provide input in the program planning and review as well as program information.

HSAC committee members will be given an overview of Head Start goals and objectives, a copy of the health performance standards and a summary of the expectations of a HSAC for Child & Family Development Programs.

These expectations include, but are not limited to:

· The committee will meet on a regular basis. This is typically 2-4 times per year

· They will function based on the program written work plan

· They will provide input and participate in the development and/or review and approval of health policies for the program

· They will participate in the self-assessment activity for the program, as needed

· They will advocate for the program in the community

· They will address community needs and gaps in service for Head Start families and propose activities to meet these needs and/or close the gaps

· They will determine the best approach to being a functional committee and determine the best methods for addressing their commitments to the families in the program.

* health services in this document encompass the broad definition of health to include mental, dental, physical and nutritional health as well as others defined by the program or committee.
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