Procedure 3-17b


CHILD & FAMILY DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS

Sensory Screening Procedure
Purpose:

To ensure all Head Start children receive sensory screening (vision and hearing) in collaboration with parents, within 45 days of entry. 

Procedure for Hearing Screenings
1. Hearing screenings will be done by appropriately trained staff on the Pilot Audiometer.

2. Center Managers will have primary responsibility for assuring that all children are screened within 45 days. If child's hearing has not been screened within 30 days, a plan will be developed to involve the family to assure completion of screening before the 45 day deadline.

3. All referrals will be completed by Winter Break for those children enrolling in September.
4. All returning children will receive a hearing screening.
5. All hearing screening results and follow-up plans and activities will be documented in Child Plus using CP2b and in the child's file to communicate results and follow-up plans to families. 
6. If a referral is made it will be made to the child's primary care provider and follow up/treatment will be coordinated by the provider.  Staff will assist parents in obtaining appropriate follow up and treatment as needed.
Pilot Audiometer: The Pilot Audiometer hearing machines are generally shared by more than one center.  A rotating schedule between sites is recommended for using the machine and for calibration, which must be completed annually prior to use.  To calibrate send to:  

	Starkey Labs:  ATTN:  Calibration

  6700 Washington Ave. S.

  Eden Prairie, MN  55344

                         (800) 733-2636 ext. 2937
	Alternate Option:
MSR Northwest

           


  

            

800-950-EARS/3277

	Need PO – Reference model and serial number of machine and account #: E0079
	Need PO – Reference model and serial number of machine and account 
#: 01-0002795

	Package and mail.  Insure the machine for $2000.00 and send your contact information.  
	They will come to your site, working you into their scheduled routes.  It takes about 30 minutes. 

	Cost is about $90.00 + shipping 
	Cost is about $65.00


· The Pilot Audiometer Speech Frequencies – PASS = 25dB (30dB and above fail)

· The Pilot Audiometer Pure Tone - 

· 500 Hz - n/a  

· 1 kHz -  20dB = pass

· 2 kHz - 20dB = pass

· 4 kHz - 20dB = pass

· Tympanometer - Consult audiologist 
Procedure for Vision Screenings

1. Initial vision screenings will be done by Casey Eye Institute.
a. Contact Casey Eye Institute to schedule screening within 45 days of entry. Schedule ASAP. Casey Eye Institute Screening Program
2. Center Managers will have primary responsibility for assuring that all children are screened within 45 days. If child's vision has not been screened within 30 days, a plan will be developed to involve the family to assure completion of screening before the 45 day deadline. 
3. All referrals will be completed by Winter Break for those children enrolling in September.
4. If a child enters the program with eyeglasses, a vision screening should be entered into Child Plus and soaped in the child's file, that states “glasses” in the results, and a follow-up plan should be written to assure that child is getting annual evaluations by an optometrist. 
5. All returning children will receive a vision screening.
6. All vision screening results and follow-up plans and activities will be documented in Child Plus using CP2b and in the child's file to communicate results and follow-up plans to families. 

7. For children enrolled throughout the year:
a. Contact Casey Eye Institute to schedule screening within 45 days of entry. Schedule ASAP. Casey Eye Institute Screening Program
b. When Casey Eye Institute is unavailable use the Preschool Vision Screening Kit
· PASS = 4 or 5 correct on both tests
· PASS – Distance Vision is 20/40
· PASS – Random Dot E  if correctly indentifies E  4 out of 5 times
· Not all centers have this screening tool and will need to work with Casey Eye Institute to ensure all children are screened within 45 days of entry.
Notes:  

· Teachers help children become familiar with vision and hearing screening materials prior to screening through games incorporated into lessons or the environment.  This will help eliminate a false fail by children who may not be familiar with a picture or a vocabulary term.

· If the plan is to rescreen hearing before making a referral to the primary health provider, the rescreen should occur within 3-weeks or as soon as possible.  Base the decision on the individual child considering age, health and parental input. 

· It is not necessary to screen children already screened or evaluated by an outside provider.  Get a release from the parent, verify and document the service on a CP2b.  

This procedure complies with Head Start Performance Standards 45 CFR Section 1304.20.
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