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CHILD AND FAMILY DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS

Head Start * Healthy Start

Transition Policy

Continuity between Child and Family Development Programs, Early Intervention/Early Childhood Special Education, public schools, child care centers, providers and private schools is a key element in successful transition.  Each center in Child and Family Development Programs is unique as is each community served throughout the three county service area. Each center will engage local school districts to develop a written transition agreement and such agreements will be reviewed or revised annually.  Child and Family Development Programs will have a collaborative interagency agreement with NWRESD which will include a program wide transition plan for children with disabilities.  Each center will develop continuity agreements with child care providers and child care centers as families transition between services.  

TRANSITION TO PUBLIC SCHOOL DSITRICTS
Head Start and Healthy Start will provide opportunities for parents to learn similarities and differences between their current program and the local public schools.  Opportunities may include kindergarten transition workshops, visits to the kindergarten classroom, and transitional meetings (NWRESD takes the lead to schedule and plan transitional meetings for children who are served through IFSP’s).  

Families will participate in parent-teacher conferences with staff and receive a copy of the progress report, Child Plus health summary and/or portfolio data. Copies of pertinent information such as the progress report, healthy summary and portfolio data may be transferred to the schools.  These records will be provided to school districts as requested. All original information will be kept in the child’s file which is transferred between June and August and stored at the Child and Family Development Programs ADMIN office.
Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) allows school to disclose records to school officials with legitimate educational interest without written permission (34CFR 99.31.). This Act applies to Head Start. Healthy Start is not an applicable program of the U.S. Department of Education and a Consent to Exchange Confidential Information (Form 307) must be signed before transition meeting.

Ideas for families to enrich child summer activities will be offered during the parent-teacher conference.  This may include local community calendar of events and supplemental educational packets.
TRANSITION WITH CHILD CARE CENTERS AND PROVIDERS
An open dialogue with child care providers will be initiated by Center Managers to promote transition efforts.  Children who receive child care before or after Head Start  or Healthy Start may benefit from such efforts.  Parents must consent in writing before confidential and specific child information can be released and exchanged. Such information could include guidance techniques or other child specific information to enhance continuity of care between programs.
TRANSITION FROM EI/ECSE TO HEAD START OR HEALTHY START
EI/ECSE will notify Head Start and Healthy Start of eligible children who qualify for Child and Family Development Program services.  EI/ECSE child and family may visit Head Start or Healthy Start prior to enrollment.  Teaching staff, center or program manager may attend IFSP and change of placement meeting prior to enrollment.
TRANSITION BETWEEN HEAD START OR HEALTHY START

Staff from the various Child and Family programs will identify parents and children who would benefit from the various programs. While doing the individual family service plan, family partnership agreement and staffings, families will be identified as potential participants and receive informational flyers. They will be encouraged to visit the program and make application if the program criteria are met.
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