Policy 2-14                                  

CHILD & FAMILY DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS

Home Visit Policy


Goals and Purpose of Home Visit
1.
To involve families directly in the educational development of their children in


classroom and home activities.

2.
To provide health and nutrition education to families.

3. 
To develop a realistic training program for parents in the program.

4.
To assist in promoting within the parents a feeling of accomplishment and self worth as


a result of their participation in the program.

Home Visitor will not be left alone with a child. The child will not be left out of sight or hearing distance of the parent/guardian at anytime.
Home Visitor Responsibility
1.
Home visitors are to set a time for home visits and make every effort to keep 


appoint​ments. Head Start education home visits are scheduled to last 1 
½ hours. Healthy Start education visits will last 1 hour, according to the level of 

service.
2.
Home visitors will include parent/guardian in planning to ensure that home visits reflect 
family needs.

3.
Home visitors and/or center managers will do necessary referral and follow-up.

4.
Home visitors are to include other siblings if they show an interest in participating.

5.
Home visitors will provide parents with written notification at least one week prior to a

scheduled home visit.
6.
In addition to education home visits, families will receive three social service home visits to promote all facets of family and community engagement. All staff work together to provide cohesive and seamless services to the family.
7.
Home visitors will communicate and work with parents regarding allergies and environmental factors (examples:  tobacco smoke and second hand smoke, animal fears, pet dander, cleaning products, perfumes, etc.).

Parent Responsibility
1.
Parents are to be at home or other arranged location (center, library, park, etc.) for the scheduled home visits.
2.
Parents are to participate in planning for home visits.

3.
Parents will furnish agreed upon materials.

4.
Parents are to participate and become “teacher” during home visits.

5.
Parents will provide an atmosphere that will contribute to a good home visit. (Which


may mean turning off the TV, radio or other electronic devices.)
6.
Parents will allow siblings to be included.
7.
Parents will communicate and work with home visitors regarding allergies and environmental factors (examples:  tobacco smoke and second hand smoke, animal fears, pet dander, cleaning products, perfumes, etc.).

HOME VISIT CANCELLATION
Parent Cancels: 


1st time: Make contact, find out reason canceled, alert Center Manager, pass on any


information you have if unable to reschedule. 

Home Visitor Cancels:


Make contact with the family. This can be a phone call, a visit with the parent at the 
center, or a visit to the home. Document this on the Home Visit form and on the Home 
Visit Summary Sheet (2-21a). Home Visitor will reschedule all canceled home


visits.


If a home visit is canceled, the teacher will return to the center to work on paperwork,

classroom prep and set-up. 
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