Policy 1-79

CHILD & FAMILY DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM
Head Start Child Care Payment Policy

Performance Standard 1304.50(f) states grantees must enable low-income member to participate fully in their group responsibilities. In an attempt to enable Policy Council members to participate fully in Policy Council and Parent Committees, Head Start will provide, if necessary, reimbursement for reasonable child care expenses accumulated as a result of attending Policy Council meetings, Oregon Head Start Association meetings, or other events when the Policy Council member has pre-approved authorization for child care expenses from the Program Director.
Program funds are budgeted to ensure that no parent will be unable to fully participate in, or carry out the responsibilities of Policy Council, based on their ability to pay reasonable child care expenses.   Program funds will not be used to provide financial assistance to replace lost income while participating in Policy Council related activities.

These guidelines are meant to ensure equal and fair access to the budgeted funds for parents who need such services in order to participate in Policy Council or Policy Council related business.  
Guidelines for selection and payment of Child Care provider based on eligibility for reimbursement of reasonable expenses:
· Who is a person, under other circumstances would be paid
· Is not the parent/significant other/or guardian of the child.

Maximum payment of $3.00 per child aged 37 months or more, or $3.50 per child up to age 36 months, per hour but will not exceed – 

· For 1 Child: $25.00 during any 24 hour period beginning with first hour of care.

· 2 Children: $35.00 during any 24 hour period beginning with first hour of care.

· 3 Children or more: $45.00 during any 24 hour period beginning with first hour of care.

Hours may be paid in ½ hour increments.  Quarter hours are rounded to the nearest ½ hour.
Payment is allowed for actual time at function and reasonable driving time to/from child care provider’s establishment/home and Policy Council function location.
Center parent committees are responsible for child care for any center parent committee function.
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